Gleanings from 1 Corinthians (4)

(1 Corinthians 5)

Discipline 

Introduction

An essential part of the pursuit of holiness is discipline.  It’s not a popular word  but it is vital to stay holy.  It is part of the fruit of the Spirit called “self-control”.  To control our self-desire is a battle we need to win particularly in the area of our sexuality.  At Bible College we were warned to guard ourselves in three areas, money, power and sex; these were the three realms in which ministers had fallen.  I put it to you that it’s the same for all believers for Satan is on the prowl like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.  Be on your guard, like Daniel, get disciplined!

The church at Corinth was a disgraced church.  There was sin in the assembly, everybody knew about it but nobody seemed to want to do anything about it.  However, just as parents must discipline their children in love, so the local church must exercise discipline over the members of the assembly.  Not as a policeman out to catch a criminal but as broken hearted brothers and sisters seeking to restore an erring family member.

Many Corinthians were finding it difficult to unlearn the corrupt practices which generations of loose living had taught them.  But for a pure church, they had to! 

1. The report (5:1)

A believer had formed a shocking relationship with his own stepmother; “his fathers wife”(v1)

· A thing forbidden by Jewish Law (Lev 18:8)

“Do not have sexual relations with your fathers wife; that would dishonour your father”

· A revolting thing even amongst the heathen (v1)

· She was probably divorced from his father and a heathen as Paul makes no mention of her in disciplining.

2. The reaction

Upset as Paul was at the sin, he was more shocked at the churches response.. to do nothing!  In fact to be proud of it (v2)!  Rather they should:

1. Mourn (grieve) (v2)

The Greek “penthein” is the word used for mourning the dead, perhaps the most painful and deep personal sorrow possible.

An easy-going attitude to sin is always dangerous.  It puts us in a perilous position!

It is not a question of condemning or criticizing but of being wounded and shocked.  It was sin that crucified Jesus, it was to free us from sin that he died!  No believer can take an easy-going view of it!

2. Judge the sin (v3-5)

Paul’s verdict is that the man must be dealt with.  Church discipline is not easy, but it is necessary:

It’s not easy

Christ teaches us that we should not judge (Matt 7:1-5).  None of us are perfect and it can make us shy away from taking necessary disciplinary steps in the church.  However, Jesus is not teaching that there should be no discipline in the church, he’s teaching against a judgmental attitude (Matt 18:15-20).

It’s necessary

· To deal with public sin
The whole church knew of it and sadly people outside knew it also.  It was a disgrace to the church and to Christ it’s head.

“to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over

again and subjecting him to public disgrace.” (Heb 6:6)

It is vital therefore that the church is seen not to accept sin but to deal with it.  Public sin demands public discipline. (v4)

· To deal with habitual sin
Where the sin is a regular practice and there is no genuine repentance, there is therefore no forgiveness and strong disciplinary measures have to be taken.

(v4) “hand this man over to Satan”

The man’s unrepentant attitude warranted excommunication, a putting out of the fellowship of God’s people (v11).  Obviously the leadership had sought to address this issue with him with no success therefore putting him out of fellowship was the only recourse left.

· To bring restoration (v5)
“so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit 

saved on the day of the Lord.”

Excommunication is the ultimate measure, but even this is done with the intent to restore not condemn.  It doesn’t mean to deprive of salvation because the church cannot do that, that is God’s business!  It is to put someone behaving outside the domain of the Kingdom of God (the church), back into the domain of Satan (the world), where his behaviour belongs.

The idea is not so much to punish as to awaken the person to the awfulness of their sin and lead to repentance, where the fear of God is greater than their fleshly desires.

Eg. For the individual as in Nebuchadnezzar’s case.  He wouldn’t give glory to God for his success so God reduced him to eating grass!  On recovery he changed:

“Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and exalt and glorify the 

King of heaven, because everything he does is right and 

all his ways are just.  And those who walk in pride he is 

able to humble”. (Dan 4:37)

eg. On the people – Annanias and Saphira

“Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard 

about these events.” (Acts 5:11)

Both believers and unbelievers!  The holiness of God had been declared, the sin purged.

· To prevent corruption in the church (v6-8)
Sin undealt with has a habit of spreading like yeast in dough.  In Ex 12 God instructs the Israelites not to use yeast (leaven) in their dough to remind them in future of their hasty departure from Egypt.  Every year they’d celebrate the feast of unleavened bread (Passover) to remind them of their great deliverance.  On the first day they were to search their home and remove all traces of yeast. 

Paul was saying root out sin like you root out yeast or else it would spread corruption.  Carry out surgery so the remainder is pure.  As God delivered from Egypt, Christ has delivered from sin (Passover Lamb).  We should mark this by clearing sin from our lives and living with sincerity and truth, not malice and wickedness.

Church discipline is vital therefore to:

· Protect the testimony of the church

· Break practiced sin

· Restore the individual through the fear of God

· To prevent corruption in the church.

3. The recommendation

“honour God with your body.”(6:20)

Sexual immorality is the most personal of sins against the body (6:18-20).  The Corinthians viewed the spirit as all important, the body as insignificant therefore do with it as you please!  Paul corrects this thinking; our bodies are important!

1.  They are Temples of the Holy Spirit of God (6:19)

2.  God has purchased our bodies, they are not ours to do as we want but to do as he pleases.

3.  Our bodies are members of Christ’s body just as much as our spirit’s (6:15)

4.  Christ died for the whole man, body soul and spirit.  Our bodies will be raised even as Christ was raised from the dead (6:14)

5.  Therefore since we are one with Christ how can we betray our relationship by uniting in sexual immorality?  The only pure avenue is in the context of marriage between a husband and wife.

6. Honour God with your body!

· Keep your witness pure

· Keep the testimony of the church pure

· Don’t bring public disgrace upon Christ who died for you

· Stop practicing immoral practices and repent.  

· Fornication – sex outside of marriage, casual sex, prostitution, one night stands, pornography, homosexuality, lesbian etc

· Adultery – sex with someone other than your wife/husband

Clear the yeast!

· Fear God!

