Gleanings from 1 Corinthians (5)

(1 Corinthians 6:1-11)

Resolve Conflict 

The Issue

Christians in the Corinthian court were taking their disputes between one another to secular courts on a regular basis as a normal practice.  Here we see the clash in the church of three cultures, Greek, Jewish and Christian.  The issue was primarily a Greek one.  The Jews did not go to law at all to settle disputes, they settled things before the elders of the village or the elders of the synagogue.  Justice was something to be settled in a family spirit not a legal one.  Jewish law expressly forbade a Jew to go to law at all in a non-Jewish court; to do so was blasphemy against the divine law of God

The Greek attitude was totally the opposite; they were characteristically a litigious people!  

The example of Athens

They had the following procedure:

1st attempt
By private arbitrator agreed by both parties

2nd attempt
Court of the Forty – Public arbitration judged by 40 citizens 60 

years old.

3rd attempt
Jury Court – consisting of 201 citizens over 30 years old for cases under £50 and 401 for cases over that amount.  Some cases were known to have between 1000 and 6000 citizens!


The Church in Corinth was predominantly gentile and therefore certain of the 

Greeks had brought their litigious tendencies into the Christian Church.

Paul was horrified because his Jewish background made the whole thing seem 

revolting and his Christian principles made it even more so!

If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for 
judgment instead of before the saints?
He cites the reasons for his shock: 

1. Saints will one day judge the world!

For the LORD takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with salvation. 5 Let the saints rejoice in this honour and sing for joy on their beds. 6 May the praise of God be in their mouths and a double-edged sword in their hands,7 to inflict vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, 8 to bind their kings with fetters, their nobles with shackles of iron, 9 to carry out the sentence written against them. This is the glory of all his saints. Praise the LORD. (Psalm 149:4-9)
2Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!(1 Cor 6:2-3)

How can people with such a high spiritual calling deal with their personal issues in such a low unspiritual manner?   In other words, as the people of God we have the potential to solve our own problems!  As a young Christian in Leeds we had a saying, “Jesus is the answer!  Now what’s the question?”

“I’m sick!” – I am the Lord that healeth thee!

“I’m a sinner!” – Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved!

“I’m sorrowful!” – He who sows in tears will reap with songs of joy!

“My life sucks” – I have come that you might have life and have it more  

                           abundantly!

“I’m skint!” –  The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich!

“I’m a scatter-brain!” – If you lack wisdom ask for it!

In the words of Andre Crouch, “Jesus is the answer for the world today, above Him there’s no other Jesus is the way”.

God’s promise:

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness (2Pet 1:3)

Includes competency to judge.

2. It is a bad witness(v6)

Paul was horrified of the prospect of two “brothers” battling it out in front of unbelievers!  

· No matter what the outcome they have both lost spiritually as their testimony has been ruined.  “Are these Christians not supposed to forgive?”

· Unbelievers do not fully understand the belief system of a Christian

Eg the Sanhedrin taking Jesus before the authorities.  They viewed it as a ‘Jewish’ issue to do with their faith.

· The name of their fellowship is dragged through the mud.

· It demonstrates their personal failure to stand up to the practices of their faith

3. You are not applying the Word of God(v7)
But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.(Matt 5:39-43)

If a believer has love in his heart, has experienced God’s forgiveness for his sin, he would rather suffer insult, loss or injury than try to inflict them on someone else, let alone a brother!  His actions should be ordered by a spirit of love not retribution!

4. How to resolve conflict

Conflict will arise in church because we are not perfect.  Matthew 18:15-17 gives a clear procedure:

If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector
Our proceedure
· Try to resolve the issue one to one first and foremost
· If this fails get an independent third party to arbitrate 

· If this fails take it to the church (leadership – those appointed by the fellowship to lead)

· Put out of the church - If there is no recognition of authority and the issue warrants it.

Prevention is better than cure and it is easier to arrive at a settlement if good foundations have been laid in a persons life through the Word of God

Our Aim

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace (Eph 4:3)
Our practice

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ (Eph 4:15)
Truth is not always good as we found out on our youth team at a previous church when we had to list the most annoying person  and everyone chose the same person!  It almost destroyed that person!

We must speak the truth in love.  This comes from a relationship.  It is difficult to speak in to a persons life on tricky issues if their is no relationship of love and trust.  It is easier to speak through earned right of relationship.

Eg Spiritual bank account:



In





Out



Affirmation




Loose words



Encouragement







Kind words



Helps

If there is a strong relational account between people then when a withdrawal  is made there is still a balance in the account and the relationship holds.  If there is a weak relational account then at the first withdrwal the relationship collapses.

Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses (Prov 27:6)

Tips
1. If you can see something wrong then address it

2. Defuse a hot situation

3. Find out the facts and real issues, don’t make an instant judgement, innocent till proven guilty

4. Was it a misunderstanding or is there a case to answer?

5. Give opportunity for each to speak unhindered

6. Listen

7. Ask clarifying questions

8. Point out the potential end result if not resolved

9. Ask what contribution if any they may have made to the situation

10. Are they willing to forgive and move on?

11. Remember it takes time for feelings to catch up with decisions
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