Gleanings from 1 Corinthians (6)

(1 Corinthians 7:1-24)

Any Questions?
Introduction

In seeking to keep the Corinthians on the road to holiness Paul had to answer a number of questions the people were asking him.  He does so in chapter 7.

Q. “Is it good for a man not to marry or have sexual relations?” (7:1)

Let’s remember that the church had been saved from a background of sexual license.  They’d been cleansed, forgiven and made holy but what about sex?  Should it be carried out even in the context of marriage?  Was a Christian better to stay single?  Some confusion had set in.  In Greek philosophy the body was despised, the spirit was all important.  This led to two ways of thinking.  Firstly that it didn’t matter what you did with the body, satisfy every lust as long as your spirit was okay (totally unbiblical)!  The second way was the opposite, the body is evil and we must bring it under complete control and deny all natural desires as they are evil.  It is this second way of thinking that Paul is dealing with here.  It would seem that some Corinthians were saying that to be a Christian you had to forsake marriage all together as the physical aspect was wrong!  Paul responds:

Married couples (7:1-7, 10, 11)

a. Outside of marriage sex is fornication, a sin in God’s eyes.  Sex is not an entity on it’s own it is part of a committed relationship of marriage.

b. A single unattached person, like Paul, has greater freedom to serve God unhindered (7:32-35).  

I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord's affairs—how he can please the Lord. 33But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife— 34and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord's affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband. 35I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord
Married couples have split loyalties between family and God and this needs to be recognised.

c. Practically speaking the majority of Corinthians couldn’t live a celibate life.  With such gross temptation around them they’d be better to marry.  Celibacy would be an unnecessary burden.  In the context of marriage, however, sex is a good and right thing, not wrong or impure (7:3-5).

d. Marriage is exclusive, one man and one woman (7:2 “own wife”).

e. Marriage is heterosexual (7:2).  Not a man and man, nor a woman and a woman.

f. In God’s eyes marriage is for life.  That is the ideal standard.  Adultery is the only grounds for legitimate divorce as taught by Jesus (Matt 5:31-32).  If you do divorce then remain divorced or be reconciled.

Mixed Marriages (Believer & unbeliever) (7:12-16)

Q. “Should I divorce my non Christian partner?”

Q. “Since I have been made holy through Christ, should I be joining with my spouse who is not a Christian and therefore unholy?”

Q. “Should I be associating with my children who are unholy?”  

No!  If you have a willing partner your marriage is pure before God.  The Christians influence makes it holy and the resulting offspring.  If the unbeliever leaves, however, you are not bound by marriage.

Engaged couples (7:36-38)

a.  If temptation during a long engagement is too much then you’re better off getting married rather than fall into sin.

b. However, if a relationship is wrong, even if it has reached the engagement stage, it is better to cut it off.

Singles (7:8,9,25-28,39)

a.  Singles and widows (8,9,39)

You’re not obliged to remarry.  In fact your singleness gives you great freedom for God

b.  If, however, you cannot control your passions you’re better off being married than fall into sin.  Marriage should be to a believer

Circumcision (7:18-20)

Q “Should a Christian be circumcised?”

This was a burning question for the Corinthian church.  Jewish Christians were already circumcised so did it mean that the gentile ones should be also?

No!  Circumcision doesn’t determine whether you go to heaven or not but obedience and faith do!

Slavery (7:21-23)

Q. “What if I’m a slave?  I’m supposed to be free?”

Being a slave doesn’t make you a second class citizen in the Kingdom of God.  In fact we are all slaves to Christ and yet also freedmen.  Whilst a slave work for your earthly master as unto the Lord until the day you can buy your freedom.

Application
The church at Corinth were plagued with uncertainties of how they should behave now they were believers.  They recognised the fact that they were now “new creations in Christ”, that the “old had gone and the new had come; that they had citizenship in the Kingdom of God and were God’s people first and foremost; that they were holy.  As such it seems, they felt compelled or under pressure to divorce non-Christian partners, break engagements, be celibate, rebel from slavery and be circumcised.

Paul’s advice in summary was for them to realise that their pursuit for holiness did not involve physically coming out of the world, but rather to live a consistent Christian life in the world no matter what circumstance they found themselves in.  He goes as far as to say:

“Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord 

assigned to him and to which God has called him.” (7:17)

In short, whatever stage of life you are in live it consistently for God, no experience is wasted:

· As a child serve God! – Suffer the little chidren..
· As an adolescent going through the physical, mental and emotional changes of life serve God! 

· As a teenager exercising the will and gaining increased independence serve God! – Remember your maker in the days of your youth.
· As a single person striving with the challenges that singleness brings serve God!

· At work whether it be pure joy or slavery serve God! – One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys (Prov 18:9)

· In business with it’s shortcuts and cutthroat marketplace serve God! – Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice (Prov 16:8)
· In courtship with it’s physical temptations serve God! – Honour God with your body
· In marriage whether to believer or unbeliever serve God!

· In parenthood with the responsibilities of children serve God! – Train a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not turn from it (Prov 22:6)
· In midlife crisis and menopause serve God!

· In old age with the physical limitations of the body serve God! – Grey hair is a crown of splendour; it is attained by a righteous life (Prov 16:31)

· In sickness with the battles of pain and infirmity serve God! 

· In crisis serve God! - God will never take you beyond that which you can bear.
· In Choices and decisions serve God! – If you lack wisdom ask for it
Paul gave advise from vast and varied experience of God at work in his life through flogging, shipwreck, imprisonment, sorrow, joy, poverty and abundance.  He was able to say:

“for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  

I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,

 whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  

I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” 

(Phili 4:11-13)

(See appendix on marriage & divorce)
Pastor Glen Podd 21.02.2010

Appendix on marriage:

Marriage

The family is the basic unit of all human society.

1. It was established by God

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.(Gen 1:27)

The emphasis is not on the individual but the single entity, a family, in the image of God even as he revealed himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

2. To prevent loneliness

The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." 

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. (Gen 2:18-24)

Note:  No suitable helper was found from among the animals, this rules out bestiality.  The helper made was a woman not a man which rules out homosexuality.  Sex was in the context of a marriage relationship ruling out sex before marriage.

3. To procreate

God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." (Gen 1:28)

4. To provide love & security

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Saviour.  Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her (Eph 5:22-25)

5. To spawn other families

A person should come out of the family as a whole individual ready to set up their own household.

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. (Gen 2:18-24)

6. To teach & train the next generation

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. (Deut 6:6-7)

7. Divorce

God hates it!  He likens Israel’s unfaithfulness to Him to a broken marriage relationship:

You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 15 Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth. 16 "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, (mal 2:14-16)

Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery (Luke 16:18)

Divorce is an intrusion in to the ideal standard.  Moses permitted it to regulate what was unfortunately already happening to provide care for the divorced individual.  Jesus makes the exception for adultery.

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 2Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. 3Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" 4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 7"Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 8Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery." 10The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry." 11Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it." (Matt 19:1-12)

8. Consequencies 

What God has joined ….

In todays ‘developed’ societies we see the breakdown of marriage and the family on an unprecedented scale.  The effects are devastating on society:

Mr Justice Coleridge

“Judges are witnessing a "never-ending carnival" of human misery, and almost all of society's social ills can be traced back to the collapse in family stability” 

· Lowest level of marriages in UK since 1862

· Family courts stretched to the point of collapse

· Heritage Foundation paper (USA) says. Children of divorced parents are far more likely to: 
· live in poverty
· have health problems
· become victims of abuse and neglect. 
· have higher dropout rates
· initiate sexual activity at an earlier age
· commit more crimes
· have higher rates of drug and alcohol addiction
· Robert Sampson, a professor of sociology at the University of Chicago, found that the divorce rate predicted the rate of robbery in any given area, regardless of economic or racial composition. In his study of 171 cities with populations above 100,000, Sampson showed that the lower a city's rate of divorce, the lower its levels of crime.
· Social science literature also shows a clear connection between divorce and child poverty (USA), family income plunges with divorce (one parent doing job of two.
· study tracked 6,400 boys over 20 years and found that those without fathers in the home are two to three times more likely to commit crimes that result in jail time
· intact families are far less likely to skip school or abuse drugs and alcohol
· The rate of sexual abuse of girls by their stepfathers is at least six to seven times higher—and may be as much as 40 times greater—than similar abuse of girls by their biological fathers
· children 2 years of age and younger are 70 to 100 times more likely to be killed by a stepparent than by a biological parent (Canada)
· High school dropout rates are much higher among children of divorced parents than among children of always-married parents, and children from divorced families have a college attendance rate about 60 percent lower than children from intact families. 
Daily Telegraph 18/04/08

Britain is suffering from an epidemic of family breakdowns affecting all levels of society from the Royal family downwards, one of the country's most senior judges will say today.  Mr Justice Coleridge, who presided over the preliminary divorce hearings of Sir Paul McCartney and Heather Mills, will accuse Gordon Brown of prioritising the abolition of plastic bags over support for families, and say the Government is "fiddling while Rome burns".  "Family breakdown is at all levels of society - from the Royal family downwards," he will say.  "Without being in any way over-dramatic or alarmist, my prediction would be that the effects of family breakdown on the life of the nation, and ordinary people, in this country will, within the next 20 years, be as marked and as destructive as the effects of global warming.  "We are experiencing a period of family meltdown whose effects will be as catastrophic as the meltdown of the ice caps."  Judges are witnessing a "never-ending carnival" of human misery, and almost all of society's social ills can be traced back to the collapse in family stability, he says.  Many single mothers do a good job, but thousands of children are being raised by women who have several children by several fathers, none of whom stick around.  The judge, who has 37 years of experience of family law and is Family Division Liaison judge in the south-west legal circuit, stretching from Hampshire to Cornwall, will speak in Brighton at the annual conference of Resolution, which represents 5,000 family lawyers.  His intervention - one of the most strongly worded of its kind by a serving judge in recent years - comes as new figures show marriage levels are at their lowest since 1862, and the number of children living with a single parent has doubled in 20 years.  Lawyers say family courts are overstretched to the point of collapse.  Mr Justice Coleridge, 58, who is married with a daughter and two sons, is expected to say that the family justice system - comprising social workers, local authorities, mental health specialists and legal experts - is all that stands between the present dire situation and "social anarchy".  It is understood he will call for laws relating to unmarried couples to be modernised, giving cohabitees legal rights on separation, enforceable pre-nuptial agreements, and for reform of divorce law to remove the "fault" element and blame from the process.  He also wants the Government to invest millions in properly researched projects which boost family stability.

WASHINGTON, June 6, 2000—From gun control to airbag regulations, Americans will do almost anything if it's "for the children." Yet they won't stop divorcing at a rate of more than 50 percent, despite an overwhelming amount of social science research that shows that children of divorced parents pay a high price physically, mentally and emotionally.  Indeed, the effects spill over into every aspect of society as these children become adults, a new Heritage Foundation paper says. Children of divorced parents are far more likely than children of stable, two-parent families to live in poverty, have health problems, and become victims of abuse and neglect. They also have higher dropout rates, initiate sexual activity at an earlier age, commit more crimes, and have higher rates of drug and alcohol addiction.  More than 1 million U.S. children are affected by divorce each year, up from fewer than half a million in 1960, write Patrick Fagan, Heritage's William H. G. Fitzgerald senior fellow in family and cultural issues, and Robert Rector, Heritage's senior research fellow in domestic policy studies. Drawing on hundreds of articles and studies appearing in leading social science and scientific journals over the last 15 years, Fagan and Rector identify what they call "the downward spiral of family breakdown."  Fagan, a former family therapist, served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Services under President Bush. Rector specializes in welfare and family issues and is widely considered the architect of the 1996 welfare reform legislation that has sharply reduced welfare dependency in many states.  Their new research reviews a number of social health indices. Take the link between a community's crime rate and family structure. Robert Sampson, a professor of sociology at the University of Chicago, found that the divorce rate predicted the rate of robbery in any given area, regardless of economic or racial composition. In his study of 171 cities with populations above 100,000, Sampson showed that the lower a city's rate of divorce, the lower its levels of crime.  Social science literature also shows a clear connection between divorce and child poverty, the Heritage analysts say. Mary Corcoran, a professor of political science at the University of Michigan, did a study showing that family income drops significantly after a divorce, with an average decline of between 28 percent and 42 percent. For families that were not poor before a divorce, the income plunge can hit 50 percent. "The break up of families leaves one parent trying to do the work of two people—and one person cannot support a family as well as two can," Fagan and Rector write.  Another study tracked 6,400 boys over 20 years and found that those without fathers in the home are two to three times more likely to commit crimes that result in jail time, according to Fagan and Rector. Not that girls are immune: Those from intact families are far less likely to skip school or abuse drugs and alcohol. In Wisconsin, juvenile incarceration rates for children of divorced parents are 12 times higher than for children in intact, two-parent families, the Heritage analysts found.  They also found a strong correlation between family structure and rates of sexual and physical abuse of children. The rate of sexual abuse of girls by their stepfathers is at least six to seven times higher—and may be as much as 40 times greater—than similar abuse of girls by their biological fathers, they say. Similarly, a study by Margo Wilson and Martin Daly, professors of psychology at McMasters University in Canada, shows that children 2 years of age and younger are 70 to 100 times more likely to be killed by a stepparent than by a biological parent.  Researchers have documented the effect of divorce on the physical health of children as well. One lengthy study followed more than 1,500 middle-class children over their life spans and found a significantly higher mortality rate for children whose parents had divorced, compared with children from intact families. Another study, published in the American Journal of Public Health, showed these mortality rates increase especially when the divorce occurs before the child's fourth birthday.  The effect of divorce on education is also pronounced, Fagan and Rector say. High school dropout rates are much higher among children of divorced parents than among children of always-married parents, and children from divorced families have a college attendance rate about 60 percent lower than children from intact families. By completing more years of education, children from always-married parents typically wind up with higher incomes, as well.  Protecting tomorrow's children from these ill effects requires nothing less than a wholesale change in America's attitudes toward divorce, the analysts conclude. Congress, working in conjunction with state governments, should set a goal of reducing divorce among families with children by one-third over the next decade and use surplus welfare money to finance programs that teach marriage skills and discourage divorce and illegitimacy.  State governments can also bring divorce rates down by promoting "community marriage" policies (which use mentoring programs to repair troubled marriages) and ending "no-fault" divorce for parents with children under age 18, they say

Divorce carries its own cup of bitterness just as the one who commits theft, murder pays the consequences, so it is with divorce.  Life becomes much more complicated especially where children are involved.

Our Response

1.  We have no blanket rule about remarriage, each case is taken on an individual basis with the following guidelines

2. Remarriage is permitted generally for: 

· Widows/widowers

· Parties whose partner committed adultery

3. Consideration is given for :

· People who were divorced before becoming Christians

· People whose partners divorced them because of their faith

Pastor Glen Podd 21.02.2010

